The Gathering
The ministers enter and the altar and advent wreath are censed.
The president says
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
All

Amen.
The Greeting

The president greets the people
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All

and also with you.

Words of welcome or introduction are said and any notices given.
Prayer of Preparation
All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:

Order for Holy
Communion During
Advent

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Advent Wreath
We light the candles on the advent wreath using the following

Third Sunday of Advent

prayers:

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true:

First Sunday of Advent

to you be praise and glory for ever.

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:

Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth

to you be praise and glory for ever.

as a burning and shining light.

You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith

May we your servants rejoice in his light,

and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.

and so be led to witness to him

May we be obedient to your call

who is the Lord of our coming kingdom,

and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,

Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.

a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;

All

Blessed be God for ever.

for you are our light and our salvation.
All

Blessed be God for ever.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:

Second Sunday of Advent

to you be praise and glory for ever.

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true:

Your light has shone in our darkened world

to you be praise and glory for ever.

through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;

Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets,

grant that we who have seen your glory

but in our days you speak through your Son,

may daily be renewed in your image

whom you have appointed the heir of all things.

and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light,

who is the Lord and Saviour of all.

that we may be found ready and watching

All

Blessed be God for ever.

when he comes again in glory and judgement;
for you are our light and our salvation.
All

Blessed be God for ever.
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The president says
Almighty God,
Prayers of Penitence

who forgives all who truly repent,

When the Lord comes,

have mercy upon you,

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

and will disclose the purposes of the heart.

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

All

Amen.

we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,

Kyries

through negligence, through weakness,

The choir sing the Kyries

through our own deliberate fault.

Lord, have mercy

We are truly sorry

Christ, have mercy

and repent of all our sins.

Lord, have mercy

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past

The Collect

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the

to the glory of your name. Amen.

words ‘Let us pray’.
The Collect is sung, and all respond
All

5

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Sermon

Please SIT
Please SIT for the sermon
Readings
Two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading.
At the end of each the reader may say

The Creed

This is the word of the Lord.
All

The president says:

Thanks be to God.

Let us affirm our faith in God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All
Gospel Reading

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

An acclamation may herald the Gospel reading.

of all that is,

When the Gospel is announced the reader says

seen and unseen.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

Glory to you, O Lord.

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

At the end
All

God from God, Light from Light,

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

true God from true God,

Praise to you, O Christ.

begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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Prayers of Intercession

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

let us pray to the Father

he suffered death and was buried.
These responses may be used

On the third day he rose again

Lord, in your mercy

in accordance with the Scriptures;
All

he ascended into heaven

hear our prayer.

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
(or)

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

Lord, hear us.

and his kingdom will have no end.
All

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

Lord, graciously hear us.

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and

give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

on earth as in heaven,

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

one God for ever and ever.
All Amen.

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
God will speak peace to his people,
to those who turn to him in their hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
All

and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table

The president continues to sing of God’s works:
Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,

Taking of the Bread and Wine

through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour…

The gifts of the people are gathered and presented.

… Therefore with angels and archangels,

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,

The Eucharistic Prayer
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for ever praising you and singing:
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The Sanctus and Benedictus are sung:

The Lord’s Prayer

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

God of power and might,
All

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hosanna in the highest.

hallowed be thy name;

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

thy kingdom come;

Hosanna in the highest.

thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

The president continues, recalling the words of Jesus at the Last Supper

All

… Great is the mystery of faith:

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Christ has died:

And lead us not into temptation;

Christ is risen:

but deliver us from evil.

Christ will come again.

For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,

… may praise and glorify you for ever,

for ever and ever.

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

Amen.

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

Breaking of the Bread

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
All

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

for ever and ever.

We break this bread

Amen.

to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share
in one bread.
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The Agnus Dei

Spiritual Communion – for those at home and those who would prefer
not to receive at this time

The Agnus Dei is sung as the bread is broken
My Jesus,

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament.

have mercy on us.

I love you above all things, and I long for you in my soul.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least

have mercy on us.

spiritually into my heart.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

As though you have already come,

grant us peace.

I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;
never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Communion
Prayer after Communion
Draw near in faith

Silence is kept.

Behold the Body of Christ which was given for you

The Post Communion prayer for the day is said by the president, then all

And His Blood which was shed for you

join together to say:

Remember that He died for you

All

and feed on him in your heart by faith and with thanksgiving.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

The president receives Communion and invites others to receive the

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies

bread. Please follow the directions of the servers.

to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.

All Christians who would normally receive Communion in their Church,

Amen.

of whatever denomination, are welcome to receive at St Mark’s
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The Dismissal
Blessing
May God himself, the God of peace,
make you perfect and holy,
and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body,
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All

Amen.

A minister says
As we await our coming Saviour,
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All

In the name of Christ. Amen.
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